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Doyle Drive Reconstruction (1936) 
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Caldecott Tunnel Expansion (1937) 
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Earthquakes 

 1989 Loma Prieta 
– 6.9 Magnitude 

– 60 miles from  
San Francisco 
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Bay Bridge East Span Replacement (1937) 
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California’s Three Pronged Approach to 
Reducing Transportation Greenhouse Gases 

 Cleaner vehicles (Pavley, AB 32) — 38 million metric tons 

 Cleaner fuels (Low-Carbon Fuel Standard) — 15 million metric tons  

 More sustainable communities (SB 375) — 5 million metric tons 

(AB 32 Scoping Plan estimates for GHG reductions in 2020) 
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Develop a strategy that: 

 Reduces GHG emissions  
from driving in the Bay Area  

 Houses the region’s population  
at all income levels 

 Supports a strong economy and  
quality of life 
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Location  
Matters 
 
 Growing Cooler:  

Compared to sprawl, 
compact development 
results in a 20 to 40 
percent reduction in  
VMT and hence in CO2 
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Adapting to a  
Rising Bay 
 Bay Area cost of 

required defenses to 
guard against flooding 
from 1.4 meter sea-level 
rise: $5 billion 

 Replacement value of 
Bay Area buildings and 
contents at risk of  
100-year flood due to  
1.4 meter sea-level rise: 
$62 billion 
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High-Speed Rail is Not the 
Interstate System Redux  
 High-speed rail is about 

connecting large 
metropolitan areas 

 The critical decision is 
focusing on the proper 
city pairs 
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 Environmental Review(s)  
Run Amok 
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High-Speed Rail Is NOT Stimulus 
OBLIGATION AND OUTLAY OF MAJOR TRANSPORTION STIMULUS FUNDING 

(Millions of Dollars, As of Close of Business on Friday, September 24, 2010) 
 

Agency Bureau Account 
Total 

Provided Obligated 
Oblig. % 
of Total Outlays 

Outlay % 
Of Total 

DOT FHWA Federal-Aid Highways 27,500 26,819 97.5% 13,934 50.7% 
DOT FTA Transit – Capital 

Formula 
6,900 7,292 105.7% 3,058 44.3% 

Highways + Transit 
Formula 

34,400 43,111 99.2% 16,992 49.4% 

DOT FTA Transit – Rail 
Modernization 

750 746 99.4% 322 42.9% 

DOT FTA Transit – New Starts 750 743 99.1% 743 99.0% 
DOT FRA High-Speed/Intercity Rail 8,000 676 8.5% 14 0.2% 
DOT FRA Grants to Amtrak 1,300 1,302 100.2% 980 75.4% 

SOURCE: Transportation Weekly 
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 There’s No Such Thing as a 
Democratic or a Republican 
Road… 
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So Why Do It? 

 Alternative to congested air travel 
 Clean electric transportation 
 $7 per gallon of gasoline 

“Facing Up to End of 'Easy Oil'”  
  (Wall Street Journal, May 24, 2011) 

 Are all of our major economic  
competitors crazy?  

To prove we still can 
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Cost to Improve 
without Pricing 

(2055) 
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“Under my plan, no 
family making less 

than $250,000 a year  
will see any form of  

tax increase” 
— Barack Obama, 2008 
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“Read my lips:  
no new taxes” 
— George H. W. Bush, 1998 

 
 



 “We should look at the 
vehicular miles program 
where people are actually 
clocked on the number of 
miles that they traveled.” 

— Ray LaHood 

 “The policy of taxing 
motorists based on how many 

miles they have traveled is 
not and will not be Obama 

administration policy.” 
— Robert Gibbs 
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 Leaking Underground Storage Tank Fund 

 Private Pension Reform 

 Cigarette Rolling Machine Tax 

 Tax-exempt Bond Treatment 

 Medicare Provider Tax Liens 

 Life Insurance Contracts  
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• Improve mobility for 
carpoolers, bus riders, and 
motorists willing to pay 

• Build on foundation  
of 420 miles of existing  
HOV lanes 

• Generate new source  
of toll revenue at time  
of constrained state and 
federal budgets 
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 HOT lanes are popular because motorists 
can choose to use them — or choose not to 

 
 That choice also limits the effectiveness of  

HOT lanes as a congestion relief strategy  
for most motorists 
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Stockholm 

Singapore 

London 
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San Francisco? 

New York? 
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Telephone  
Charges 

Hotel Rates 

Air Fares Movie  
Tickets 

35 



36 



37 



38 



39 



 
 

40 



 Source: LERN/Nine Shift Institute, based on data from the National Household Travel Survey from the Federal Highway  
Administration of the U.S. Department of Transportation, validated with the FHWA and Duke University statistician Laura Taylor. 
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U.S. Data 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 
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World Data 
Source: United Nations, 2010 
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