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How Hot Is the Bay Area Economy?
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GOOD NEWS: We Know How to 
Grow Transit Ridership
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BAD NEWS: Bay Area Lagging 
Its Metro Peers

Percent Change in Per Capita Transit 
Boardings by Metro Area Since 1991
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Source: INRIX/Iteris/MTC, 2013

Three Major Job Centers
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Land Use Hasn’t Caught Up
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Investment Strategy
Focused Growth

• Priority Development 
Areas: 
• 3% of region’s land
• 77% new homes
• 63% new jobs

• All growth within 
existing urban growth 
boundaries/
limit lines
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Attracting New Customers

Plan Bay Area is focused on transit and building housing/jobs around transit networks



Getting a Handle on Cost

15%
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Source: National Transit Database, “Big 7” only, excludes ferry, cable car and paratransit 8

34%

Bay Area Large Operators: 
Percent Change in Cost and Performance Indicators (1997-2008)



$20 Billion in Transit Repairs
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Transit Core Capacity

• Focused on modernizing SFMTA, 
BART, AC Transit fleets

• Over 80 percent of all Bay Area 
riders, over 75 percent of minority 
and low-income riders

• Leverage federal funds with state, 
regional and local money

• Requires transit agencies to meet 
performance objectives, improve 
cost-effectiveness

Transit Core Capacity 
Challenge Grant

Funding Plan

$7.5 billion Transit Core Capacity 
Challenge Grant Program

Federal 
Formula
44%

Regional
7%

Cap & Trade
12%

Federal 
Discretionary
2%

Local
35%
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Betting on Transit
Plan Bay Area Investments by Mode

$292 Billion

37%
Road and

Bridge
60%

Other
Transit
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