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Matt Vander Sluis directs Greenbelt Alliance’s work to holistically 
address land-use issues across the nine-county San Francisco Bay 
Area. He also oversees the organization’s “Homes and 
Neighborhoods” initiative, working to create walkable, transit-
friendly neighborhoods that improve the quality of life for residents 
across the income spectrum.  
  
Prior to joining Greenbelt Alliance in 2010, Matt managed the climate 
policy program for the Planning and Conservation League, a 
statewide environmental nonprofit in Sacramento, where he shaped 
state policies at the intersection of land-use, transportation, and 
climate change.  
  
His work has been covered by a variety of media outlets, including 
the Atlantic Monthly, the San Francisco Chronicle, Los Angeles Times, 
Capital Public Radio, and KQED’s QUEST. In 2017, he was named one 
of the East Bay’s “40 under 40” by Diablo Magazine. Matt graduated 
from Stanford University in American Studies in 2003.  
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Greenbelt Alliance is the champion of the places that make the Bay 
Area special. We defend natural and agricultural landscapes from 
development while helping create great cities and 
neighborhoods. We advocate for, provide expertise on, and build 
support behind public policy and planning that supports open space 
conservation and smart growth. We defend the Bay Area’s natural 
and agricultural landscape from development—from the natural 
lands that shelter wildlife and provide fresh water to the farms and 
ranches that give us local food. And we shape the rules that make 
great cities, towns, and neighborhoods—healthy places where 
people can walk and bike, communities with businesses, parks, 
shops, transportation options, and homes that are affordable. 
Together these amazing places drive the Bay Area’s economic vitality 
and quality of life. 
 

  


