
How will the samples be collected
and analyzed?
A field geologist/scientist will oversee the collection of soil 
and groundwater testing. Samples will be collected from 12 
borings using a hand auger and direct-push auger drill rig 
operated by a California C-57-licensed drilling contractor. 
Samples will be sealed, labeled, placed in a cooler 
containing ice, and delivered to a State-certified analytical 
laboratory for analysis.

Where will sampling take place? 
As shown below, the sampling site is located on Caltrans 
property between West Grand Avenue and the I-880 
northbound and southbound viaducts.

When will the sampling occur? 
Sampling activities are expected to be completed within two 
workdays, scheduled between May to July 2025. 

Will the sampling affect me? 
The nearest residential neighborhood is located about 1,200 
feet southeast from the sampling site. There will be limited 

noise from the use of the drill rig, which is not expected to 
exceed the existing ambient noise from the adjacent highway 
and roadways. Sampling activities are not expected to 
generate dust. Access to the sampling site on the Caltrans 
property is restricted from the public by a fenced enclosure.      

What will happen after the sampling
is complete?
An investigation report documenting the sampling activities 
and findings will be prepared and submitted to DTSC and 
Caltrans for review. The report will identify soil and groundwa-
ter management options during construction of the Link to 
comply with applicable regulations related to reuse and 
disposal. The report will also identify appropriate health and 
safety protocols to implement during construction of the Link 
within the former Desert Rail Yard. 

Where can I go for regular updates on
the project? 
Please visit our website and sign up for email updates at: 
mtc.ca.gov/planning/transportation/bicycle-pedestrian- 
micromobility/west-oakland-link.

PROJECT
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), in cooperation with the Bay Area Toll Authority (BATA), proposes the West 
Oakland Link Project (Link), a new bicycle/pedestrian path connection between West Oakland and the bike path leading to the East 
Span of the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge (Bay Bridge) in Oakland, California. The Link would connect existing segments of the 
regional San Francisco Bay Trail (Bay Trail). In addition, the Link would provide safe access to the newly constructed 
bicycle/pedestrian path connecting to and on the Bay Bridge (Bay Bridge Trail), as well as a connection between West Oakland 
and the Port via the Class I trail along the east side of Maritime Street.

SOIL AND GROUNDWATER TESTING ADVISORY
Soil and groundwater samples will be taken from the former Desert Rail Yard, located in the central portion of the Link, under the 
oversight of the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) and Caltrans. 

FAQ

Why is the sampling being done?
The central portion of the Link is within a land-use restricted 
area for the former Desert Rail Yard, regulated by the DTSC. 
The purpose of the testing will be to evaluate potential soil and 
groundwater contamination associated with the former rail 
yard that would be disturbed during construction of the Link. 
The testing results will be used to evaluate soil and 
groundwater management options during construction and 
identity measures to address health and safety concerns. 

Is the former Desert Rail Yard site contaminated? 

Caltrans bought the property from the Southern Pacific 
Transportation Company in the late 1990s as part of the I-880 
Realignment Corridor Project. The Desert Rail Yard was primarily 
used for railroad car storage and repair. Routine rail yard 
operations included the use of lubricating oils, fuel oils, paints, 
and metals. Heavy, high-boiling lubricating oil known as journal 
box oil, was applied along the tracks in the switching yards from 
a pressurized steel pipe buried about two feet below grade.

Based on previous environmental investigations performed 
between 1991 and 1995 at the former Desert Rail Yard and 
surrounding railyard sites, the primary contaminants of 
concern include lead, arsenic, and total petroleum 
hydrocarbons in soil and/or groundwater. Based on the long 
history of railroad activities, the sampling will also include 
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analysis of the following contaminants of concern: Heavy 
metals, volatile organic compounds, polychlorinated 
biphenyls, polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons, dioxins, and 
organochlorine pesticides.

In 2009, DTSC determined that all appropriate remedial 
actions and engineering practices had been implemented at 
the Desert Rail Yard; however, the site requires ongoing 
operation, maintenance, and monitoring to ensure residual 
contamination does not pose a risk to the community. A deed 
restriction has been recorded for the Desert Rail Yard that 
requires (among other provisions) all soil disturbance activities 
be conducted in accordance with a Soil Management Plan 
approved by DTSC. The soil and groundwater testing results 
will be used to support preparation of the Soil Management 
Plan for construction of the Link.

Who will conduct the sampling?
BATA has contracted with TY Lin International (TY Lin) to 
provide design services for the Link and oversee preparation of 
supporting technical documents, including hazardous 
materials investigations. TY Lin has subcontracted with Baseline 
Environmental Consulting to perform a hazardous materials 
investigation for the Link, which includes soil and groundwater 
testing of the former Desert Rail Yard in accordance with a 
workplan approved by DTSC and Caltrans.  
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