
 

 

 
Meeting Agenda – Revised 11/25/2025 

Air Quality Conformity Task Force 
 

Thursday, December 4, 2025 9:30 AM Remote - Zoom 

 
Join Zoom Meeting @ Zoom  

Meeting ID: 864 1202 1699 
Passcode: 835797 

 
MTC Staff Liaison: Adam Noelting, anoelting@bayareametro.gov  

 
1. Welcome and Introductions 
 
2. PM2.5 Project Conformity Interagency Consultations 

a. Consultation to Determine Project of Air Quality Concern Status 
i. Staff Memo ............................................................................................................... Page 2 
ii. I-580/Golf Links Road/98th Avenue Ramps Imp (Oakland) .................................................. Page 3 

 
b. Projects Exempt Under 40 CFR 93.126 – Not of Air Quality Concern 

i. Staff Memo ............................................................................................................. Page 12 
ii. Project List ............................................................................................................. Page 13 

 
3. Projects with Regional Air Quality Conformity Concerns 

a. Review of the Regional Conformity Status for New and Revised Projects 
i. Staff Memo  ............................................................................................................ Page 14 
ii. Project List ............................................................................................................. Page 15 

 
4. Plan Bay Area 2050+ Draft Transportation-Air Quality Conformity Analysis Update 

 
5. Consent Calendar 

a. October 23, 2025, Air Quality Conformity Task Force Meeting Summary ......................... Page 16 
 
6. Other Items  

 
7. Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Air Quality Conformity Task Force will be held on Thursday, January 22, 
2026, at 9:30 a.m. via Zoom. Any changes to the schedule will be duly noticed. 

 

https://bayareametro.zoom.us/j/86412021699?pwd=DHGntq4bKVRZHhZN2vvD6taMPKpEH4.1&from=addon
mailto:anoelting@bayareametro.gov


 

TO: Air Quality Conformity Task Force DATE: December 4, 2025 

FR: Adam Noelting    

RE: PM2.5 Project Conformity Interagency Consultation  

One project sponsor is seeking interagency consultation with the Air Quality Conformity 

Task Force at today’s meeting to determine their Project of Air Quality Concern (POAQC) 

status. 

• I-580/Golf Links Road/98th Avenue Ramps Imp (Oakland) 
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RTIP ID# 21-T06-046 
 
TIP ID# ALA250242 
 
Air Quality Conformity Task Force Consideration Date  
12/04/2025 
 Project Description (clearly describe project)  
 

Introduction: 

The proposed improvements at the Interstate 580 MacArthur Freeway (I-580)/Golf Links Road interchange 
(Project) are planned to be constructed as mitigation for transportation impacts identified in the Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) (SCH # 1995103035) certified by the City of Oakland in November 2017 for 
the Oak Knoll Mixed Use Community Plan Project (Oak Knoll Project). 

The Project is being privately funded by the developers of the Oak Knoll Mixed Use Community to ensure 
acceptable traffic operations and level of service are maintained at the I-580/Golf Links Road interchange off-
ramps before final build out of the Oak Knoll development. Caltrans must approve the encroachment within the I-
580 right-of-way that’s required to accommodate the off-ramp improvements. Because this segment of I-580 is also 
an interstate on the National Highway System, modifications within the right-of-way also require approval from 
FHWA. To support FHWA approval of the encroachment, compliance with NEPA is required; it is expected that 
the Project will qualify as Categorically Exempt from NEPA.  

Project Location: 

The interchange improvements would occur at three areas at the I-580/98th Avenue/Golf links Road interchange:  

• Eastbound I-580 off-ramp at Golf Links Road, north of I-580;  

• Westbound I-580 off-ramp at Golf Links Road, south of I-580; and 

• North-south Golf Links Road, partially under I-580 and between the Eastbound and Westbound off-
ramps.1 

Proposed Project:  

The proposed Project involves improvements shown in Figure A-2, Proposed Improvements. Overall, the proposed 
improvements involve the widening of both off-ramps by a single lane at the eastbound I-580 off-ramp/98th 
Avenue/Golf Links Road intersection and the westbound I-580 off-ramp/Golf Links Road intersection. Work 
associated with each ramp widening will include the placement of linear rock slope protection areas, concrete 
barriers, minimal earth cut and paving removal, and selective tree removal.  

The existing westbound off-ramp will be widened to accommodate a second right-turn lane onto northbound Golf 
Links Road. A new retaining wall of up to 18 feet tall and 534 feet long will be introduced along the north side of 
the off-ramp; it is expected that the retaining wall would be a soil nail wall with a maximum nail length of 30-feet. 
Also, approximately seven of the 13 existing trees near the eastbound-ramp intersection will be removed. 

 

1 Despite true north, for consistency with City of Oakland convention, I-580 and Mountain Boulevard are described 
as running east-west. Parallel streets, (Golf Links Road and 98th Street) are described as running north-south. 
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https://www.oaklandca.gov/files/assets/city/v/1/planning-amp-building/documents/dp/oak-knoll/response-to-comments.-final-supplemental-eir.pdf
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The existing eastbound off-ramp will be widened to accommodate the lane reconfiguration (left northbound, one 
thru movement and one combined thru/right southbound onto 98th Ave) at the termination onto Golf Links Road. 
Approximately 12 of the 50 existing trees along the eastbound off-ramp will be removed. Across from the 
eastbound off-ramp, one tree will be removed. 

Improvements to Golf Links Road will include reconstruction of the raised median separating the northbound and 
southbound traffic lanes on the I-580 underpass, and striping of Class II bike lanes in both directions. Lane 
configuration changes for the northbound direction would change the existing two lefts and one thru movement to 
the proposed one left and one left/thru movement. No traffic lane configuration changes are proposed for the 
southbound direction and would remain as the existing two lefts and one thru movement. No change to the street 
width is proposed on Golf Links Road.  

Traffic Signals and Signage Changes  
Improved traffic signals and directional signage that meet Caltrans standards will be introduced at both off-ramp 
intersections. The improved signal heads will include turn arrows and upgraded lighting, mechanisms for video 
detection will be added to existing horizontal mast arms, and Accessible Pedestrian Signals (APS) will be 
introduced to provide verbal messages to pedestrians about when it is safe to cross a specific street. Most cabinetry 
and box equipment will be removed and salvaged. New street signage and directional signage is proposed. Exact 
locations will be determined onsite.  

Access and Roadway/Crosswalk Striping Changes 
Other proposed road-level improvements include a new Class II bicycle lane connection that will start on the north 
side of 98th Avenue (south of I-590), continuing north along Golf Links Road to Mountain Boulevard (north of I-
580). There will also be improved roadway striping. Crosswalks within the Project limits will be modified to high 
visibility striping (ladders). A total of nine new curb ramps will be reconstructed to comply with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards. Work will occur within both Caltrans and City of Oakland rights-of-way 
(ROW).  

 
Type of Project:    
Interchange Reconfiguration 

County 
Alameda 
 

Narrative Location/Route & Postmiles   
I-580 and Golf Links Road/98th Avenue Interchange (Post Miles R36.2 to R36.5)  
Caltrans Projects – EA# 04-2Y070  

Lead Agency: City of Oakland 
Contact Person 
Reginald Bazile 

Phone# 
510-507-6752 

Fax# 
 

Email 
RBazile@oaklandca.gov  

Federal Action for which Project-Level PM Conformity is Needed (check appropriate box) 

X 
Categorical 
Exclusion 
(NEPA) 

   
   

EA or 
Draft EIS 

   
   

FONSI or Final 
EIS 

   
   

PS&E or 
Construction 

 
 
 
 
  

Other 

Scheduled Date of Federal Action:  January 2026 
NEPA Delegation – Project Type (check appropriate box) 

  X 
Section 326 –
Categorical 
Exclusion  

 Section 327 – Non- 
Categorical Exclusion  
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Current Programming Dates (as appropriate)  

PE/Environmental ENG ROW CON 

Start 2023 N/A 2026 

End 2017 2025 N/A 2026 
Project Purpose and Need (Summary): (please be brief) 
The purpose of the Project is to improve and enhance accessibility and safety for pedestrians and cyclists and 
maintain acceptable traffic operations at the I-580/Golf Links Road/98th Avenue interchange.  

The Project is needed to accommodate traffic associated with the build-out of the Oak Knoll Mixed Use Community 
Plan Project (Oak Knoll Development Project). The ramp and interchange improvements proposed for the Project 
were identified as mitigation for transportation impacts from the Oak Knoll Development Project, identified in the 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) (SCH # 1995103035) certified by the City of Oakland in 
November 2017. 

Surrounding Land Use/Traffic Generators (especially effect on diesel traffic) 
The Project area is located in an area of dense urban/suburban development. Land uses in the vicinity of the I-
580/Golf Links Road/98th Avenue interchange include residential areas with primarily single-family housing and 
small local commercial centers and services (fuel/service stations, convenience stores). The Oakland Zoo in 
Knowland Park is located southeast of the interchange, and Bishop O’Dowd High School is located southwest of 
the interchange.    

The Oak Knoll Development Project is currently being constructed northeast of the I-580/Golf Links Road/98th 
Avenue interchange area. When fully built out, the development would include the following features and 
associated traffic generators: 

KEY OAK KNOLL PROJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

Use Characteristics 

Residential 935 dwelling units 

Commercial / Village Center 72,000 square feet 

Open Space1 62.0 acres 

Parks and Community Facilities2 5.6 acres 

Restored Creek Corridor 16.7 acres 

Total Site Acreage 187.9 acres 

Trails 3.5 miles 

NOTES: 
1 Undisturbed Open Space and Revegetated Slope Banks; excludes Creek Corridor and Parks
2 Includes new Community Clubhouse with 10,000 s.f. of community commercial use
SOURCE: Oak Knoll Mixed Use Community Plan Project Draft Supplemental EIR, August 2016. 
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https://www.oaklandca.gov/files/assets/city/v/1/planning-amp-building/documents/dp/oak-knoll/response-to-comments.-final-supplemental-eir.pdf


Brief summary of assumptions and methodology used for conducting analysis   
 
Traffic conditions for signalized intersection surrounding the Oak Knoll Mixed Use Community Plan area were 
evaluated by Fehr & Peers using the 2010 Highway Capacity Manual (HCM) operations methodology and the 
Synchro 8 traffic analysis software program. Evaluation of the Golf Links Road/I-580 Eastbound Off-ramp/98th 
Avenue intersection and I-580 Westbound Ramps/Golf Links Road intersection were completed using SimTraffic 8 
micro-simulation software. The Transportation/Traffic Analysis Details used for the Oak Knoll Mixed Use 
Community Supplemental EIR traffic analysis, including the intersections at the I-580/Golf Links/98th Avenue 
Interchange, are available here: https://www.oaklandca.gov/files/assets/city/v/1/planning-amp-
building/documents/dp/oak-knoll/v-z-minus-w.pdf  
 
Traffic counts to establish Existing Conditions at study intersections were collected in 2015. Fehr & Peers 
evaluated intersection Level of Service (LOS) and Delay at key intersections that could be affected by additional 
traffic generated by the Oak Knoll development, which included the Golf Links Road/I-580 Eastbound Off-ramp/98th 
Avenue intersection and I-580 Westbound Ramps/Golf Links Road intersection at the I-580/Golf Links Road/98th 
Avenue interchange.  
 
LOS and Delay were established for 2015 Existing Conditions, and predicted for 2015 Existing Conditions With [the 
Oak Knoll Development] Project, 2040 (RTP horizon year) No [Oak Knoll Development] Project Conditions, 2040 
Plus [Oak Knoll Development] Project Conditions, and 2040 Plus [Oak Knoll Development] Project Conditions After 
Mitigation (e.g., improvements to the I-580/Golf Links Road/98th Avenue interchange). The traffic impact analysis 
completed for the Oak Knoll Mixed Use Community Supplemental EIR, including the intersections at the I-580/Golf 
Links/98th Avenue Interchange, is available in Section 4.13 of the Supplemental EIR, which is available here: 
https://www.oaklandca.gov/files/assets/city/v/1/planning-amp-building/documents/dp/oak-knoll/draft-supplemental-
eir.pdf 
Opening Year:  If facility is a highway or street, Build and No Build LOS, AADT, % and #  trucks, truck AADT 
of proposed facility  
 
N/A 
 
RTP Horizon Year / Design Year:  If facility is a highway or street, Build and No Build LOS, AADT, % and # 
trucks, truck AADT of proposed facility 
N/A 
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Opening Year:  If facility is an interchange(s) or intersection(s), Build and No Build cross-street AADT, % 
and #  trucks, truck AADT 
 
In the traffic analysis completed for the Oak Knoll Mixed Use Community Plan Supplemental EIR, LOS and Delay 
were established for 2015 Existing Conditions, and predicted for 2015 Existing Conditions With [the Oak Knoll 
Development] Project. A prediction of LOS and Delay was not made for a 2015 scenario in which the proposed 
improvements were made to the I-580/Golf Links Road/98th Avenue interchange because mitigation was not 
identified as required for 2015 conditions; mitigation (e.g., the proposed I-580/Golf Links Road/98th Avenue 
interchange improvements,) were only identified in the 2040 horizon year described in the next section of the 
Project Assessment Form.  
 
 

2015 LOS and Delay Summary 

Intersection 
No. Intersection 

Traffic 
Control 

Peak 
Hour 

Existing 

Existing Plus [Oak 
Knoll Development] 

Project 

Delay (sec/veh) LOS Delay (sec/veh) LOS 

38 Golf Links Road/I-580 EB Off-
Ramp/98th Avenue Signal AM 

PM 
22.6 
25.0 

C 
C 

24.3 
24.6 

C 
C 

39 I-580 WB Ramps/Golf Links Road Signal AM 
PM 

30.3 
25.2 

C 
C 

30.7 
26.6 

C 
C 

Note: The Oak Knoll development project has been approved and is under construction.  
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RTP Horizon Year / Design Year: If facility is an interchange (s) or intersection(s), Build and No Build cross-
street AADT, % and # trucks, truck AADT 
 
In the traffic analysis completed for the Oak Knoll Mixed Use Community Plan Supplemental EIR, LOS and Delay 
were predicted for 2040 (RTP horizon year) No [Oak Knoll Development] Project Conditions and 2040 Plus [Oak 
Knoll Development] Project Conditions. The 2040 Plus [Oak Knoll Development] Project Conditions analysis 
identified that the Golf Links Road/I-580 EB Off-ramp/98th Avenue intersection operations would significantly 
worsen under Plus [Oak Knoll Development] Project conditions, and mitigation was identified that would improve 
intersection operations and restore LOS and Delay to acceptable levels.  
 
The following measures were identified at the Golf Links Road/I-580 Eastbound Off-Ramp/98th Avenue intersection 
to maintain acceptable LOS and Delay: 
 

a) Extend the shared through/right-turn lane on the I-580 eastbound off-ramp to provide a minimum 450 
feet of storage length, and 

b) Reconfigure Golf Links Road between the I-580 eastbound off-ramp and the I-580 westbound ramps to 
provide two left-turn lanes and one through lane along eastbound Golf Links Road and one left-turn 
lane and one shared left-turn/ through lane along westbound Golf Links Road. 

 
2040 LOS and Delay Summary 

No. Intersection 
Traffic 
Control 

Peak 
Hour 

 

2040 No [Oak Knoll] 
Project 

2040 Plus [Oak Knoll] 
Project 

2040 After 
Mitigation at 
Interchange 

Delay 
(sec/veh) 

LOS Delay 
(sec/veh) LOS 

Delay 
(sec/veh) LOS 

38 Golf Links Road/I-580 EB Off-
ramp/98th Avenue  Signal AM 

PM 
29.6 
32.5 

C 
C 

29.3 
56.2 

C 
E 

26.8 
31.6 

C 
C 

39 I-580 WB Ramps/Golf Links 
Road Signal AM 

PM 
39.4 
39.4 

D 
D 

40.5 
41.7 

D 
D 

40.5 
41.7 

D 
D 

Note: The Oak Knoll project has been approved and is under construction. The “2040 Plus [Oak Knol] Project” conditions refer to the predicted 
LOS and Delay that is expected without implementation of the proposed improvements at the I-580/Golf Links Road/98th Avenue interchange. 
The “2040 After Mitigation at Interchange” conditions refer to the predicted LOS and Delay that would result after construction of the proposed 
interchange improvements. Without construction of the proposed interchange improvements, it is predicted that LOS and Delay would operate at 
significantly worse levels at the Golf Links Road/I-580 Off-ramp/98th Avenue intersection than with the proposed interchange improvements.  
 
Estimates of truck percentages were not included in the traffic analysis completed for the Oak Knoll Mixed Use 
Community Plan; however, it is not expected that there is a high percentage of trucks that utilize the I-580/Golf 
Links Road/98th Avenue interchange, as there are not significant land uses in the vicinity that rely on trucks, such 
as warehouses or distribution centers, large commercial, industrial or transportation facilities, etc. Additionally, the 
interchange is within the corridor of I-580 between Grant Avenue in Oakland and Foothill Boulevard in San Leandro 
where heavy trucks are prohibited to operate; as such, this corridor does not have a high percentage of heavy 
diesel trucks.  
 
Opening Year:  If facility is a bus, rail or intermodal facility/terminal/transfer point, # of bus arrivals for 
Build and No Build, % and # of bus arrivals will be diesel buses 
N/A 
 

RTP Horizon Year / Design Year: If facility is a bus, rail or intermodal facility/terminal/transfer point, # of 
bus arrivals for Build and No Build, % and # of bus arrivals will be diesel buses 
N/A 
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Describe potential traffic redistribution effects of congestion relief (impact on other facilities) 
 

It is not expected that the interchange improvements would result in redistribution of traffic. The improvements are 
needed to maintain acceptable traffic operations at the I-580/Golf Links Road/98th Avenue interchange and 
enhance accessibility and safety for pedestrians and cyclists through the interchange area. Because these are 
minor, localized improvements, it is not expected that the improvements would significantly affect travel routes in 
the vicinity nor result in traffic redistribution.  

It is expected that the improvements would provide minor, localized congestion relief at the interchange off-ramps 
by providing adequate LOS at the intersections, and ensuring sufficient off-ramp storage capacity to avoid queuing 
back-up onto I-580.    

Comments/Explanation/Details (please be brief) 
It is not expected that implementation of the improvements at the I-580/Golf Links Road/98th Avenue interchange 
would change the 
 
This project does not meet the definition of a Project of Air Quality Concern (POAQC) as defined by 40 CFR 
93.123(b)(1). Specifically: 
 

1. The project is not a new or expanded highway project that would have a significant number of or increase 
in the number of diesel vehicles (40 CFR Section 93.123 (b)(1)(i)). 

a. The Project will not result in a significant number or significant increase in diesel vehicles in the 
area. 

 
2. The project is not likely to affect any signalized intersections (40 CFR Section 93.123 (b)(1)(ii)). 

 
a. The intersections impacted by the Project do not serve a significant number of diesel vehicles. 
b. The Project would accommodate traffic resulting from planned and approved development in the 

Project vicinity, and would ensure acceptable traffic operations and LOS and enhance accessibility 
and safety for pedestrians and cyclists at the I-580/Golf Links Road/98th Avenue interchange .  

 
3. The project does not include the construction of a new bus or rail terminal with a significant number of 

diesel vehicles congregating at a single location (40 CFR Section 93.123 (b)(1)(iii)). 
 

4. The project does not expand an existing bus or rail terminal with significant increases in the number of 
diesel vehicles congregating at a single location (40 CFR Section 93.123 (b)(1)(iv)). 

 
5. The project is not in or affecting locations, areas or categories of sites that are identified in the PM2.5 

applicable implementation plan or implementation plan submission, as appropriate, as sites of violation or 
possible violation (40 CFR Section 93.123 (b)(1)(v)). 

a. The Project location is not in an area identified by the SIP as one that could violate or possibly 
violate the NAAQS for PM2.5. 
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Oak Knoll 
Project 
Location

SOURCE: ESA, 2024
 Figure A-1

 Project Location Context Map

I-580 / Golf Links Road / Interchange
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7901 STONERIDGE DR
SUITE 360
PLEASANTON, CA 94588
(925) 396-7700
www.bkf.com

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTSPROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS
I-580/GOLF LINKS ROAD INTERCHANGE MODIFICATIONS PROJECTI-580/GOLF LINKS ROAD INTERCHANGE MODIFICATIONS PROJECT

SCALE 1" = 50'
NOVEMBER 12, 2025

proposed soil nail wall

proposed location for tree
mitigation planting

16 atlas cedar
5 coast live oak
10 western redbud

Minor tree removal
adjacent to Route
580 EB 
off-ramp

proposed linear
bioretention area

Proposed ADA
compliant curb ramps
(typ)

proposed erosion
control (hydroseed,
fiber rolls)

proposed class II bike
lanes (from 98th thru Golf
Links to Mountain, typ)

Proposed median
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TO: Air Quality Conformity Task Force DATE: December 4, 2025 

FR: Adam Noelting    

RE: PM2.5 Project Conformity Interagency Consultation 

Seven project sponsors are seeking interagency consultation with the Air Quality 

Conformity Task Force at today’s meeting to obtain concurrence on their exemption 

classifications under 40 CFR §93.126. The list of projects follows on the next page. 
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County TIP ID Sponsor Project Name Project Description Expanded Description Project Type under 40 CFR 93.126

ALA ALATR0202 Hayward HSIP - Systemic Traffic Signal 
Improvements

Hayward : Citywide - Various Locations : Improve traffic signal hardware, 
install pedestrian countdown signal heads, and improve intersection 
lighting

The project includes traffic signals improvements at 27 intersections in the City. The improvements include 
installations/upgrades of pedestrian countdown heads, Accessible Pedestrian Signal (APS) pushbuttons, and curb ramps to 
be compliant with Americans with Disability Act (ADA) requirements. Additionally, there will be improvements to safety 
lighting and traffic signal heads, such as backplates with yellow reflective borders and 12 inch signal lights.

Safety - Highway Safety 
Improvement Program 
implementation

ALA ALA250219 San Leandro Bancroft Ave and Williams St 
Bicycle Corridor Imp

San Leandro : Bancroft Ave from E 14th St to north City limit; Williams St 
from San Leandro Blvd to Neptune Dr. : Install Class IV Bike Lanes, high 
visibility crosswalks, raised crosswalks, traffic signal modifications, 
installation of RRFB, new sidewalks, driveways, and curb and gutter, 
install bus islands and bus shelters, utility adjustments, 

The project will consist of installing raised class IV bike lanes along Bancroft Ave from E 14th St to north City limit, installing 
a class IV bike lanes along Williams St from San Leandro Blvd to Neptune Dr. Other components of the projects include 
traffic signal modifications, installation of RRFB, new .sidewalks, driveways, curb and gutter, bus islands and bus shelters

Air Quality - Bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities

CC CC-230220 CCTA Martinez Amtrak Shared Mobility 
Hub

Martinez : Martinez Amtrak Station  : Enhance Martinez Amtrak Station to 
a shared mobility hub: reconfigure surface parking lot to a transit center; 
improve passenger pick up drop off; install signage/wayfinding; bike/ped 
improvements at the station and streets around station

Project includes improvements to the Martinez Amtrak Station to enhance the facility to a shared mobility hub, including 
reconfigure surface parking lot to a transit center; improve passenger pick up drop off area; install signage/wayfinding; and 
bike/ped improvements at the Amtrak Station and the streets around the Amtrak Station.

Mass Transit - Reconstruction or 
renovation of transit buildings and 
structures (e.g., rail or bus 
buildings, storage and maintenance 
facilities, stations, terminals, and 
ancillary structures)

CC CC-230233 CCTA Richmond Street Complete Streets 
Improvement 

El Cerrito : Richmond St : Rehabilitating the pavement; installing high-
visibility crosswalks, roadway safety lighting, and rapid rectangular 
flashing beacons at uncontrolled crosswalks; installing enhanced traffic 
signing, green pavement markings, and signs to enhance the existing 
shared-lane bike facility. Installing ADA compliant curb ramps; and 
repairing/replacing non-conforming sidewalk.

The project will improve Richmond Street, a minor arterial, to provide safe and accessible pedestrian connections between El 
Cerrito’s residential neighborhoods to the El Cerrito del Norte and Plaza BART Stations, schools, civic and recreational 
destinations, commercial districts, and the City’s San Pablo Avenue Priority Development Area (PDA). The project will 
improve access and safety for all modes of travel by rehabilitating the pavement; installing high-visibility crosswalks, 
roadway safety lighting, and rapid rectangular flashing beacons at uncontrolled crosswalks; installing enhanced traffic 
signing, green pavement markings, and signs to enhance the existing shared-lane bike facility (which complements the low-
stress Ohlone Greenway, just 1-3 blocks West); installing painted tear-drop medians and in-fill streets trees for traffic calming; 
implementing safety upgrades at the Elm/Key/Hill Streets traffic signal; installing ADA compliant curb ramps; and 
repairing/replacing non-conforming sidewalk. Upgrades to the vehicle signal loop detection to enhance bike detection at the 
four signalized intersections within the project limits are proposed as part of the separate countywide CCTA Smart Signals 
project.

Air Quality - Bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities

CC CC-230210 Lafayette Connecting Lafayette: Downtown 
Pathways and School

Lafayette : School St, from Moraga Rd to the Lafayette-Moraga Pathway; 
Topper Ln, from the Lafayette-Moraga Pathway to St. Mary's Rd; St. 
Mary's Rd, from Topper Ln to Birdhaven Ct : Class I multi-use facility 
along School St, pathway along Topper Ln, and construction of a 
sidewalk along St. Mary’s Rd

The project would result in a Class I multi-use facility along School Street, a pathway along Topper Lane, and construction of 
a sidewalk along a segment of St. Mary’s Road in Lafayette, CA.

Air Quality - Bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities

CC CC-230222 Martinez Downtown Martinez Parking 
Technology Upgrades

Martinez : Downtown Martinez : Removal and installation of new parking 
meter technology; improvements to parking wayfinding signage.

This project involves a comprehensive upgrade to the existing parking meter infrastructure in downtown Martinez. To 
minimize construction impacts, existing meter poles will be reused wherever feasible. The current meter heads and kiosks 
will be replaced with modern equipment that supports multiple payment methods, including RFID-enabled transactions. 
Additionally, a new wayfinding signage program will be implemented to help guide motorists to their destinations and nearby 
public parking options.

Other - Directional and informational 
signs

SCL SCL250230 Gilroy Gateway Senior Apartments Ped 
Crossing Safety Imps

Gilroy : 6500 Monterey Road : Construction of a Pedestrian Hybrid 
Beacon (also known as a HAWK), high visibility crosswalk 
improvements, curb ramps, and minor concrete.

The Gateway Senior Apartments Pedestrian Crossing Safety Improvements Project is located at 6500 Monterey Road in 
Gilroy. The scope of work includes the construction of a Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon (also known as a HAWK), high visibility 
crosswalk improvements, curb ramps, and minor concrete. The funding plan includes $350,000 in Priority Legislative Budget 
Projects funds (Other State). 

Air Quality - Bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities

40 CFR 93.126 Exempt Projects List
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TO: Air Quality Conformity Task Force DATE: December 4, 2025 

FR: John Saelee    

RE: Review of the Regional Conformity Status for New and Revised Projects 

Staff has prepared the following information in an effort to streamline the review of the 

regional air quality conformity implications of projects that staff proposes to add into the 

2025 TIP through current or future revisions. This item is for advisory purposes only. The 

inclusion of these projects and project changes in a proposed revision to the TIP is subject 

to Commission approval in the case of amendments and MTC’s Executive Director or 

Deputy Executive Director in the case of administrative modifications. The final 

determination of the regional air quality conformity status of these projects will be made by 

the Federal Highway Administration, the Federal Transit Administration and the 

Environmental Protection Agency as part of their review of proposed final TIP amendments 

and by the Executive Director or Deputy Executive Director as part of their review for TIP 

administrative modifications. 

Changes Staff is Proposing to Include in 2025 TIP 

Staff is proposing to add, or revise, a number of new projects to the 2025 TIP through future 

revisions. The description of the new, or revised, projects along with the regional air quality 

category that staff believes best describes the project is included on Attachment A. 

MTC staff is not seeking a determination on the status of this project for project-level 

conformity purposes with this item. 
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1 of 1

# County TIP ID/FMS ID Sponsor Project Name Project Description Expanded Project Description Project Type
1 CC CC-230223 CCTA Richmond Street Complete 

Streets Improvement 
El Cerrito : Richmond St : Rehabilitating the pavement; 
installing high-visibility crosswalks, roadway safety 
lighting, and rapid rectangular flashing beacons at 
uncontrolled crosswalks; installing enhanced traffic 
signing, green pavement markings, and signs to 
enhance the existing shared-lane bike facility. Installing 
ADA compliant curb ramps; and repairing/replacing 
non-conforming sidewalk.

The project will improve Richmond Street, a minor arterial, to provide safe 
and accessible pedestrian connections between El Cerrito’s residential 
neighborhoods to the El Cerrito del Norte and Plaza BART Stations, schools, 
civic and recreational destinations, commercial districts, and the City’s San 
Pablo Avenue Priority Development Area (PDA). The project will improve 
access and safety for all modes of travel by rehabilitating the pavement; 
installing high-visibility crosswalks, roadway safety lighting, and rapid 
rectangular flashing beacons at uncontrolled crosswalks; installing 
enhanced traffic signing, green pavement markings, and signs to enhance 
the existing shared-lane bike facility (which complements the low-stress 
Ohlone Greenway, just 1-3 blocks West); installing painted tear-drop 
medians and in-fill streets trees for traffic calming; implementing safety 
upgrades at the Elm/Key/Hill Streets traffic signal; installing ADA compliant 
curb ramps; and repairing/replacing non-conforming sidewalk. Upgrades to 
the vehicle signal loop detection to enhance bike detection at the four 
signalized intersections within the project limits are proposed as part of the 
separate countywide CCTA Smart Signals project.

Exempt (40 CFR 93.126) - Air Quality 
- Bicycle and pedestrian facilities

Review of the Regional Conformity Status for New and Revised Projects - Attachment A
*Note - Active TIP Projects 

proposing to update Exemption 
Classification 
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Meeting Notes 
Air Quality Conformity Task Force Meeting 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
 
Date: October 23, 2025 
Time: 9:30 AM PST 
Location: Virtual (Zoom) 
Facilitator: Adam Noelting, MTC 
Attendees: 

• Roxana Sierra, EPA Region 9 
• Jasmine Amanin, FHWA CA 
• Rodney Tavitas, Caltrans HQ 
• Erika Vaca, Caltrans HQ 
• Jennifer Ashby-Camp, Caltrans HQ 
• Kevin Hernandez Rios, Caltrans HQ 
• Nick Compin, Caltrans HQ 
• Cid Chiu, Caltrans D4 
• Shilpa Mareddy, Caltrans D4 
• Kevin Hendrawan, California Air Resources Board 
• Adam Crenshaw, MTC 
• Anthony Taylor, MTC 
• John Salee, MTC 
• Alesia Lau, Bay Area Air District 
• Mark Tang, Bay Area Air District 
• Monte Di Palma, Bay Area Air District 
• Eden Winniford, Yolo-Solano Air Quality Management District 
• Chris Barney, SCTCA 
• Suany Chough, SFCTA/TIMMA 
• Scott Steinwert, Circlepoint 
• Chanda Singh, County of San Mateo 
• Maria Sedhi, AECOM 
• Michael Kay, AECOM 
• Stephanie Osby, AECOM 

 

Key Discussion Points and Actions 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
• Adam Noelting (MTC) opened the meeting and welcomed attendees. 

• Rodney Tavitas, Caltrans HQ, reported that Caltrans has been coordinating with EPA to 
clarify which amendment types may proceed once MTC enters the Conformity Lapse Grace 
Period in December. He explained that Type 1 and Type 2 amendments to “Exempt” projects 
will be allowed to move forward, and that Type 3 amendments may also proceed if certain 
conditions are met through interagency consultation at the Task Force meetings. 

2. PM2.5 Project Conformity Interagency Consultations 
a. Consultation to Determine Project of Air Quality Concern Status 
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i. Treasure Island/Yerba Buena Island (Islands) Comprehensive Mobility
Improvement Program – Treasure Island Congestion Pricing Program & Treasure
Island Pricing Mobility Improvements:

• Presenter: Suany Chough, SFCTA/TIMMA
• Discussion: The Task Force reviewed the project and agreed it is not a project of

air quality concern.
• Determination: EPA and Caltrans concurred that the project was not a project

of air quality concern.
• Follow up Action: MTC to submit concurrence email.

ii. Hwy 1 Congestion & Safety Improvements (Moss Beach/ San Mateo)
• Presenter: Stephanie Osby, AECOM
• Discussion: The Task Force reviewed the project and agreed it is not a

project of air quality concern.
• Determination: EPA and FHWA concurred that the project was not a project of

air quality concern.
• Follow up Action: MTC to submit concurrence email.

b. Projects Exempt Under 40 CFR 93.126 – Not of Air Quality Concern

Presenter: Adam Noelting (MTC) and John Saelee (MTC) 
Discussion: The Task Force reviewed a list of seven projects. The Task Force 
questioned the exemption classification for the McBryde Avenue Safe Routes to Parks 
project, noting that because it involves a road diet, it should be classified as a safety 
project, consistent with past practice. 
Determination: EPA, FHWA, and Caltrans confirmed that the reviewed projects were 
exempt from regional air quality conformity. 
Follow up Action: MTC to revise the AQ classification in a TIP Admin Mod Revision 
and will submit concurrence emails. 

3. Regional Air Quality Conformity Review
• Presenter: John Saelee (MTC)
• Discussion: The Task Force reviewed a list of proposed new TIP projects and along with

their proposed regional air quality conformity exemption classifications. MTC staff clarified
that the purpose of this item was to solicit initial feedback on staff’s initial
recommendations for projects exempt from regional conformity and their exemption
classification. In accordance with federal interagency consultation procedures for project-
level conformity, project sponsors will still be required to request formal concurrence at a
future Task Force meeting. The Task Force suggested revising the exemption classification
for TIPID SCL250262, Bus Wheel Lift Replacement, from Exempt (40 CFR 93.126) – Mass
Transit: Purchase of office, shop, and operating equipment for existing facilities to Exempt
(40 CFR 93.126) – Mass Transit: Reconstruction or renovation of transit buildings and
structures. There were no other questions, concerns, or issues on the proposed exemption
classifications.

4. Approach to the Conformity Analysis for Plan Bay Area 2050+
• Presenter: Adam Noelting (MTC)
• Discussion: The Task Force reviewed the proposed approach and results of the regional

conformity analysis for Plan Bay Area 2050+ and the 2025 TIP. The Task Force questioned
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how and when expected adjustments to EMFAC2021 would be incorporated into the 
analysis once approved by EPA. 

5. Consent Calendar 
• Discussion: The Task Force reviewed the September 25, 2025, meeting summary. With no 

comments received, the summary was accepted as final. 

6. Other Items 
 

Next Meeting: 
• Date: December 4, 2025 
• Time: 9:30 AM PST 
• Location: Virtual 
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