


Guidance on Optional Local Transit Priority Resolution or Policy 
MTC encourages roadway owners/operators (i.e., cities, towns, or counties) and county transportation agencies (henceforth “local jurisdictions”) to reinforce their commitment to improving transit travel times and reliability, which enhances the overall transit rider experience. Such a commitment may be shown by:
•	Adopting a resolution in support of the Bay Area Transit Priority Policy for Roadways;
•	Adopting a standalone local transit priority policy; or
•	Modifying an existing local plan or policy to include language on transit priority. 
In the future, MTC may apply funding incentives on a program-by-program basis for local jurisdictions that have demonstrated local commitment to transit. 
Options for Local Commitment to Transit Priority
Local jurisdictions may demonstrate their local commitment to Transit Priority through one of the following actions:
· Adopt a Local Resolution supporting Bay Area Transit Priority Policy for Roadways: Local jurisdictions may adopt a resolution in support of MTC’s Policy and all of its contents. A local resolution template is provided in Attachment 1.
· Adopt a Local Transit Priority Policy: Local jurisdictions may adopt a standalone transit priority policy. The minimum elements required of a local policy are provided in Attachment 2, and Exhibit A includes sample language that could be attached to the local resolution template (Attachment 1) to meet these requirements. Local jurisdictions are free to adapt the policy elements and sample language to meet their own circumstances and plans, as long as the minimum required elements are included. 
· Modify an Existing Related Plan or Policy to Include Language on Transit Priority: Local jurisdictions may modify an existing local plan or policy relevant to transit, transportation, and/or mobility. Since local jurisdictions were required to adopt a local complete streets (CS) policy by January 31, 2013 in order to be eligible for One Bay Area Grants, a local jurisdiction may modify its existing CS policy to emphasize transit priority (or adopt a CS policy with transit priority language if it has not adopted one already). Attachment 3 provides a sample CS policy with revisions to meet the minimum required transit priority elements listed in Attachment 2. Local jurisdictions are free to adapt the policy elements and language from the sample revised CS Policy to meet their own circumstances and plans, as long as the minimum required elements are included. 
Possible Future Funding Incentives: 
MTC intends to offer incentives through select discretionary funding programs to local jurisdictions that demonstrate support for transit priority by taking one of the identified actions. For example, projects sponsored by agencies that have adopted a local transit priority policy or resolution may receive preferential consideration for funding, such as bonus points during project application evaluation. The availability and structure of incentives will be subject to the requirements of each specific funding program and may vary across programs. These incentives are intended to promote improved coordination between local jurisdictions and transit agencies across all projects, not solely projects that are transit-focused.
In mid-2027 (approximately 18 months after Policy adoption), MTC may begin offering incentives for project sponsors applying for regional discretionary funds if they have adopted a local transit priority policy or resolution. To qualify for incentives, the policy or resolution must meet the minimum requirements outlined in this guidance. 
Implementation of local policies is expected to occur over time, as resources and opportunities permit. Funding incentives will be tied to local policy adoption and will not be contingent upon implementation of local policy elements.    
Local jurisdiction staff may reach out to MTC Transit Priority staff (transitpriority@bayareametro.gov) with any questions or clarifications during the development of a local policy or resolution. 
Attachments: 
1. Sample Template for a Local Transit Priority Resolution 
2. Elements Required of a Local Transit Priority Policy 
3. Sample Complete Streets Policy with Transit Priority Revisions


ATTACHMENT 1:
Sample Template for a Local Transit Priority Resolution 
Resolution No. 			
A RESOLUTION OF THE [City Council/Board of Supervisors] 
OF THE [Jurisdiction] 
SUPPORTING THE MTC BAY AREA TRANSIT PRIORITY POLICY FOR ROADWAYS
WHEREAS, encouraging people to use transit for more trips offers far‑reaching benefits for communities, including enhanced public health and safety, improved economic vitality, and stronger environmental outcomes; and
WHEREAS, improving transit promotes equity by expanding mobility and access to jobs, education, and services for individuals who do not have reliable access to other transportation options; and
WHEREAS, MTC is the regional transportation planning agency for the San Francisco Bay Area pursuant to California Government Code Section 66500 et seq and the designated Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the nine-county San Francisco Bay Area region, which includes [Jurisdiction]; and 
WHEREAS, in 2022, MTC approved Resolution No. 4493 Complete Streets (CS) Policy, which works to ensure people biking, walking, rolling and taking transit are safely accommodated within the transportation network; and 
WHEREAS, in 2026, MTC adopted Resolution 4739, the Bay Area Transit Priority Policy for Roadways, which applies to all roadways with transit services, to promote active interagency engagement to minimize unintended impacts to transit; and enhance the transit rider experience by supporting transit priority infrastructure and policies that improve transit travel times and reliability; and
WHEREAS, numerous California counties, cities, and agencies have adopted Transit Priority policies and legislation in order to further a better regional transit network and improve the health, safety, welfare, economic vitality, and environmental well-being of their communities; and
WHEREAS, [Jurisdiction] recognizes that enhancing the transit rider experience and transit operations requires considering the needs of transit and applying transit-supportive design principles to improve transit travel times and reliability; and
WHEREAS, [Jurisdiction] therefore, in consideration of the foregoing benefits, affirms its commitment to enhancing the transit rider experience and optimizing transit operations, and seeks to ensure that its streets function as a comprehensive and integrated transportation network that supports safe, equitable, and convenient travel for all users, while preserving flexibility, respecting community context, and applying the most current and effective design guidelines and standards; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that [Jurisdiction] commits to comply with the MTC Bay Area Transit Priority Policy on Roadways and all of its requirements; and, be it further
[IF ADOPTING LOCAL POLICY] RESOLVED, that [Jurisdiction] adopts the Transit Priority Policy attached hereto as Exhibit A, and made part of this Resolution, and that said exhibit is hereby approved and adopted.
[IF NOT ADOPTING LOCAL POLICY] RESOLVED That the next substantial revision of the [Jurisdiction] [General Plan / Charter / Etc.] shall incorporate Transit Priority policies and principles consistent with the Transit Priority Policy for Roadways adopted by this resolution.
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the [City Council/Board of Supervisors] of the [Jurisdiction], State of California, on 	, 20__, by the following vote: 
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Elements Required of a Local Transit Priority Policy 
An agency may develop custom wording of their local policy; however, at a minimum, the following elements should be included to be considered for MTC funding incentives:  
1. Include a goal to improve transit, specifically the customer experience and operational performance, by improving transit travel times and reliability, or similar.
2. Define Transit Priority as transit-supportive infrastructure, design, and policies that decrease transit vehicle travel times and enable them to move more reliably by avoiding traffic congestion and minimizing delays. Transit-supportive infrastructure and design treatments include, but are not limited to, transit lanes, high-occupancy vehicle lanes, transit signal priority, queue-jump lanes, and transit stop design elements such as bus bulbs or boarding islands. Transit-supportive policies include, but are not limited to, strategic traffic/parking regulations, optimized transit stop placement and spacing, and boarding/fare payment practices such as off-board fare payment and all-door boarding. 
3. Adopt a Transit Priority Network where transit-supportive investments would be prioritized. This network may be the forthcoming regional Transit Priority Network (TPN) or a locally-identified transit priority network.
4. Commit to proactive collaboration with transit agencies on an ongoing basis during all project phases (planning, design, construction, and operations/maintenance) when a project may impact transit operations, including:
a) Soliciting transit review of all projects along transit routes to identify and work to minimize potential adverse impacts to transit service during project planning, design, and implementation and during regular street maintenance activities. Transit routes include existing scheduled, fixed-route, publicly-accessible transit service, non-revenue scheduled[footnoteRef:1] routes, recurring detour[footnoteRef:2] routes, and planned budgeted[footnoteRef:3] routes.   [1:  “Non-revenue scheduled” routes include deadhead movements and pull-in routes where buses operate when they are not carrying passengers. ]  [2:  “Recurring detour” routes include locations with regular special events and conditions that require transit service to detour to an alternate street.]  [3:  “Planned budgeted” routes include transit service that is included budgeted service changes or an approved Comprehensive Operations Analysis (short-term service plan). It does not include long-range plans, unless they are budgeted. ] 

b) Considering, and incorporating when feasible, transit-supportive elements into projects along the regional TPN or a locally-identified transit priority network (e.g., evaluate transit stop placement and/or the addition of bus pads during repaving, consider adding transit signal priority during signal upgrades, etc.).
c) Monitoring and maintaining transit-supportive investments to ensure effectiveness over time.   
d) Documenting agreements through memorandums of understanding, maintenance agreements, standard operating procedures, or similar documentation to clarify roles and responsibilities of all agencies involved. 


EXHIBIT A: 
Attachment to Sample Template for Local Transit Priority Policy Resolution
This Transit Priority Policy was adopted by Resolution No. 	by the [City Council/Board of Supervisors] of the [Jurisdiction] on 	, 20__.
TRANSIT PRIORITY POLICY OF [JURISDICTION]
1. Transit Priority Principles
A. Complete Streets Principles include transit. As stated in the Complete Streets Policy, adopted by Resolution No. 	by the [City Council/Board of Supervisors] on XX XX, 20XX, “Complete Streets” describes a comprehensive, integrated transportation network with infrastructure and design that allows safe and convenient travel along and across streets for all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, persons with disabilities, motorists, movers of commercial goods, users and operators of public transportation [emphasis added], emergency vehicles, seniors, children, youth, and families [OR RELEVANT LANGUAGE FROM LOCAL COMPLETE STREETS POLICY IF DIFFERENT].
B. Transit Priority Network. [Jurisdiction] will adopt the [regional Transit Priority Network adopted by MTC, or a locally-identified transit priority network] as a network of roadways of importance to transit on which to prioritize transit-supportive investments and maximize beneficial outcomes for transit within [Jurisdiction], including reduced travel times, increased reliability of services, and enhanced access.    
C. Prioritizing Transit. Considering Transit Priority as a fundamental part of Complete Streets, departments and agencies of [Jurisdiction] should prioritize transit to better serve transit riders’ needs, improve transit performance, and move more people in [Jurisdiction], especially on streets on the regional or locally-identified Transit Priority Network. This can be achieved through the application of Transit Priority, which refers to transit-supportive infrastructure and policies that decrease transit vehicle travel times and enable them to move more reliably by avoiding traffic congestion and minimizing delays. Transit-supportive infrastructure and design treatments include, but are not limited to, transit lanes, high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes, transit signal priority, queue-jump lanes, and transit stop design elements such as bus bulbs or boarding islands. Transit-supportive policies include, but are not limited to, strategic traffic/parking regulations, optimized transit stop placement and spacing, and boarding/fare payment practices such as off-board fare payment and all-door boarding.   
2. Implementation
A. Transit Priority Routinely Addressed by All Departments. All relevant departments and agencies of [Jurisdiction] shall consider transit as a routine part of everyday operations, approach every relevant project or program as an opportunity to improve transit operations and access. [Jurisdiction] will work in proactive coordination and collaboration with the transit agency to mitigate project impacts to transit, and maximize opportunities to implement Transit Priority.  
B. Context Sensitivity. In planning and implementing street projects, departments and agencies of [Jurisdiction] shall maintain sensitivity to local conditions within and surrounding the project area, including land use context, existing and planned transit operations, transit ridership, existing and planned transit infrastructure, and special regional designations (e.g., Active Transportation Network, Equity Priority Communities, Priority Development Areas). Along streets with transit service, context-sensitive transit-supportive design elements and policies will be considered.   
C. All Projects during All Phases.  The Policy applies to all roadway projects and programs along roadways with transit service, including those involving new construction, reconstruction, retrofits, repaving, rehabilitation, restriping, accessing above and underground utilities, signalization or signal modifications, sidewalk/crosswalk pedestrian improvements, bicycle infrastructure improvements, or other projects on roadways, including privately built roads and easements intended for public use.
D. Transit Review. Any proposed projects along roadways with transit service should commit to soliciting transit agency review and input to identify and work to mitigate potential adverse impacts to transit service during project delivery and implementation. For roadways along the TPN (regional or locally-identified), the transit agency will be given the opportunity to suggest transit-supportive elements to be considered.  
E. Interagency Coordination. Project planning, design, implementation, and maintenance should include close coordination and mutual agreement between roadway owners/operators and agencies operating transit services within the project area to ensure efficient transit operations and enhanced access to transit as well as mitigate for potential adverse impacts to transit operations. 
F. Monitoring. Jurisdiction should monitor its transit-supportive investments on a regular basis to ensure their ongoing effectiveness and proper maintenance. Jurisdiction should also consider evaluating the impact of transit-supportive investments (i.e., projects) and/or the overall impact of this Policy. Potential evaluation metrics include transit travel time/delay, reliability, ridership, and amount of transit-supportive infrastructure.  
3. Exceptions
A. Process. If departments and agencies of [Jurisdiction] decide to not include transit-supportive design elements in a manner consistent with this Policy, the justification for that decision shall be documented with approval by a senior-level staff. Projects that claim an exception must be made publicly available for review.
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Sample Complete Street Policy with Transit Priority Revisions
Note: Red text denotes proposed additions to be eligible for discretionary funding incentives, and strikethrough text denotes proposed deletions to be eligible for discretionary funding incentives.
This Complete Streets Policy was adopted by Resolution No. 	by the [City Council/Board of Supervisors] of the [Jurisdiction] on 	, 202_.
COMPLETE STREETS POLICY OF [JURISDICTION]
A. Complete Streets Principles
1. Complete Streets Serving All Users. [Jurisdiction] expresses its commitment to creating and maintaining Complete Streets that provide safe, comfortable, and convenient travel along and across streets (including streets, roads, highways, bridges, and other portions of the transportation system) through a comprehensive, integrated transportation network that serves all categories of users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, persons with disabilities, motorists, movers of commercial goods, users and operators of public transportation, seniors, children, youth, and families [insert other significant local users if desired, e.g. drivers of agricultural vehicles, emergency vehicles, freight, etc.].  
2. Context Sensitivity. In planning and implementing street projects, departments and agencies of [Jurisdiction] shall maintain sensitivity to local conditions in both residential and business districts as well as urban, suburban, and rural areas, and shall work with residents, merchants, and other stakeholders to ensure that a strong sense of place ensues. Improvements that will be considered include sidewalks, shared use paths, bicycle lanes, bicycle routes, paved shoulders, street trees and landscaping, planting strips, accessible curb ramps, crosswalks, refuge islands, pedestrian signals, signs, street furniture, bicycle parking facilities, public transportation stops and facilities, transit priority signalization, and other features assisting in the provision of safe travel for all users, such as traffic calming circles, transit bulb outs, and road diets [, as well as other features such as insert other accommodations if desired] [, and those features identified in insert name of Pedestrian/Bicycle Master Plan and/or Transit Plan if it exists]. 
Along streets with transit service, context-sensitive transit-supportive design elements and policies will be considered. Transit Priority refers to transit-supportive infrastructure and policies that decrease transit vehicle travel times and enable them to move more reliably by avoiding traffic congestion and minimizing delays. Transit-supportive infrastructure and design treatments include, but are not limited to, transit lanes, high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes, transit signal priority, queue-jump lanes, and transit stop design elements such as bus bulbs or boarding islands. Transit-supportive policies include, but are not limited to, strategic traffic/parking regulations, optimized transit stop placement and spacing, and boarding/fare payment practices such as off-board fare payment and all-door boarding. 
3. Complete Streets Routinely Addressed by All Departments. All relevant departments and agencies of [Jurisdiction] shall work towards making Complete Streets practices a routine part of everyday operations, approach every relevant project, program, and practice as an opportunity to improve streets and the transportation network for all categories of users, and work in coordination with other departments, agencies, and jurisdictions to maximize opportunities for Complete Streets, connectivity, and cooperation. Along roadways with transit service, this includes project staff coordinating with affected transit agencies to consider opportunities to incorporate transit-supportive elements into the project as well as considering transit needs as a routine part of everyday operations. The following projects provide opportunities: pavement resurfacing, restriping, accessing above and underground utilities, signalization operations or modifications, and maintenance of landscaping/related features.
B. Implementation
1. Plan Consultation and Consistency. Maintenance, planning, and design of projects affecting the transportation system shall be consistent with local bicycle, pedestrian, transit, multimodal, and other relevant plans, except that where such consistency cannot be achieved without negative consequences, consistency shall not be required if the head of the relevant department provides written approval explaining the basis of such deviation. If [Jurisdiction] has a Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee, such deviations shall be presented to the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee early in the planning and design stage, to ensure the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee has an opportunity to provide comments and recommendations.
2. Transit Agency Coordination. [Jurisdiction] shall proactively coordinate and collaborate with transit agencies when planning, designing, implementing, and operating/maintaining infrastructure along transit routes or other projects or policies which may impact transit operations. 
3. Street Network/Connectivity. As feasible, [Jurisdiction] shall incorporate Complete Streets infrastructure into existing streets to improve the safety and convenience of users and to create employment, with the particular goal of creating a connected network of facilities accommodating each category of users, and increasing connectivity across jurisdictional boundaries and for existing and anticipated future areas of travel origination or destination. 
4. [Jurisdiction] adopts [the MTC Bay Area Transit Priority Network (TPN), or a locally-identified transit priority network] as a network of roadways of importance to transit, and will incorporate transit-supportive infrastructure into project along TPN roadways to improve the travel time and transit reliability for transit users. 
5. All Projects and Phases. Complete Streets infrastructure sufficient to enable reasonably safe travel along and across the right-of-way for each category of users,  shall be incorporated into all planning, funding, design, approval, and implementation processes for any construction, reconstruction, retrofit, maintenance, operations, alteration, or repair of streets (including streets, roads, highways, bridges, and other portions of the transportation system), except that specific infrastructure for a given category of users may be excluded if an exemption is approved via the process set forth in section C.1 of this policy. Any proposed projects along roadways with transit service should be designed with input from the transit agency on how to mitigate impacts to transit service.  For roadways along the transit priority network (regional or locally-identified), the transit agency will be given the opportunity to suggest transit-supportive elements to be considered. 
6. Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee Consultation. If [Jurisdiction] has a Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee, transportation projects shall be reviewed by the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee early in the planning and design stage, to provide the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee an opportunity to provide comments and recommendations regarding Complete Streets features to be incorporated into the project.
7. Evaluation. All relevant agencies or departments should perform evaluations of how well the streets and transportation network of [Jurisdiction] are serving each category of users by collecting baseline data and collecting follow-up data on a regular basis. Further, all relevant agencies or departments should monitor transit-supportive investments on a regular basis to ensure their ongoing effectiveness and proper maintenance. 
C. Exceptions
Process. Plans or projects that seek exception from the complete streets approach – including plans or projects that seek exception to incorporating suggested transit-impact mitigations and/or transit-supportive design elements– must provide written finding of how exceptional circumstances dictated that accommodations for all modes were not to be included in the project. The memorandum should be signed by senior-level staff the Public Works Director or an authorized delegate at a project sponsor department of [Jurisdiction] and should be provided to transit agencies for review.  Projects that are granted exceptions must be made publicly available for review. Federal guidance on exceptions can be found from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) website, Accommodating Bicycle and Pedestrian Travel, online at: http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/guidance/design_guidance/design.cfm
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