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Summary Highlights
 Bay Area voters have been in a pessimistic mood, and are sensitive to tax 

increases.

 There is widespread belief that public transit is important to the Bay Area.

 Support for a transportation revenue measure has been measured at 51% to 
63%.

 Support has been consistent across various revenue mechanisms.

 Voters are interested in outcomes that will sustain and improve public transit 
while also providing traffic relief and bring improvements to roads, sidewalks, 
and bike facilities.
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Direction of the Bay Area
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Trend sources: BAC Bay Area Poll, MTC, BAHFA.

Do you feel things in the Bay Area are going in the right direction or do you feel 
things have gotten pretty seriously off on the wrong track?
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Tax Sensitivity Over Time
Taxes in the Bay Area are high enough, I will vote against any tax increase.

Total
Agree

Total
Disagree

Net
Agree

Trend sources: MTC, BAHFA
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Importance of Public Transit (Oct 2023)

47%

69%

49%

37%

31%

24%

34%

32%

12%

5%

10%

16%

7%

2%

6%

9%

3%

1%

6%

78%

92%

84%

69%

Overall

Weekly+ Transit Riders (17%)

Occasional Riders (34%)

Rare/Non-Riders (49%)

7 - Very important 5-6 4/(Don't Know) 2-3 1 - Not at all important
Total 

Important

How important would you say public transit is for the Bay Area?

Data source: MTC Oct 2023 Transportation Survey, n=2,700
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Need for Transportation Funding (2023)

March 2023

Great need 
29% No real need 20%

Some need 35%

Little need 13%

Need 
65%

No need
 33%

(Don't know) 
3%

Need No need (Don't know)

October 2023

Great need
27% No real need

18%

Some need 38%

Little need 15%

Need 
65%

No need
 33%

(Don't know) 
1%

Need No need (Don't know)

Please tell me if you think there is a great need for more money, some need for more money, little need for more 
money, or no real need for more money to address transportation in the Bay Area?

Data sources: MTC 2023 Transportation Surveys, n=1,800 and n=2,700
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Breadth of Measure (March 2023)

Yes 
59%

No
 39%

(Undecided)
2%

Yes
63%

No
36%

(Undecided)
1%

Y N (U d id d) Y N (U d id d)

Data sources: MTC March 2023 Transportation Survey, n=1,800

Transit Only

To address the Bay Area’s transportation needs, reduce greenhouse gases and 
decrease traffic congestion by: providing reliable, affordable and connected 

BART, train, ferry, and bus service; improving access to public transit for 
seniors and persons with disabilities; reducing transit wait times; and 

improving rider safety; shall the measure enacting a half-cent sales tax for 30 
years  generating at least $816,000,000 annually, subject to oversight and 

audits, be adopted?

Transit + Transportation
To address the Bay Area’s transportation needs, reduce greenhouse gases and 

decrease traffic congestion by: providing reliable, affordable and connected 
BART, train, ferry, and bus service; improving pedestrian, bike and transit 

rider safety; repairing potholes; adding carpool lanes; and protecting 
transportation networks from sea level rise; shall the measure enacting a 
half-cent sales tax for 30 years generating at least $816,000,000 annually, 

subject to oversight and audits, be adopted?

Split sample methodology. n=900 for each measure; MoE ±3.3 percentage points
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Measure Models (October 2023)
To improve safety and cleanliness on BART and other local public transit; reduce Bay Area traffic; 

expand and improve bus, BART, light rail, ferry and train service reliability and convenience; reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions; repair potholes; make transit easier and more affordable to use and make 

streets safer for walking and biking…

Split sample methodology. n=900 for each measure; MoE ±3.3 percentage points

Data source: MTC Oct 2023 Transportation Survey, n=2,700
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Top Priorities (Consolidated)

Transit
• Safety
• Cleanliness
• Avoiding cuts
• Reliability
• Affordability
• Simplified/coordinated pricing
• Connectedness
• Schedule coordination

Roads
• Road maintenance & pothole 

repair
• Sidewalk & bike lane 

improvements
• Reduce traffic congestion

Reforms
• Transit oversight and 

accountability
• Clear plan with flexibility for 

changes
• Financial transparency

Data sources: MTC 2023 Transportation Surveys; SPUR Sept 2023 Survey; CA Alliance for Jobs Dec 2023 Survey; 
Seamless Jan 2024 Survey



Appendix:
Compendium of 

Priorities Information
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Methodology Notes
 The following slides are from various surveys conducted related to transit and 

transportation improvements in the past year.

 These slides are presented in the order in which each survey was conducted.

 It is important to keep in mind that they all have different methodologies, 
question wording, scales, question order, and sample sizes, which can 
influence results.

 Each slide has basic notes on timing and sample sizes.
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Top Priorities for BART (70%+) (BAC Poll April 2023)

55%

53%

49%

42%

42%

40%

36%

16%

22%

14%

15%

18%

17%

14%

14%

15%

15%

16%

17%

15%

16%

85%

90%

79%

73%

78%

73%

65%

Making sure restrooms are clean, working, and open at
all BART stations

Cleaning BART train cars, seats, and stations more
frequently

Ejecting people from the system who violate BART’s 
Passenger Code of Conduct

Adding more uniformed, armed BART police officers on
trains and in stations

Improving lighting in and around stations and BART
parking lots

Expanding BART to service more parts of the Bay Area

Reducing fares for low-income residents

7 - Very High Priority 6 5 Total Priority

Whether you ride BART yourself or not, please indicate how high a priority you think each of the following should be 
for BART to do:

Data source: Bay Area Council BART Service Area Survey, n=1,000
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Top Measure Components (70%+) (SPUR Poll Sept 2023)

63%

61%

57%

50%

43%

37%

12%

18%

17%

18%

14%

17%

13%

11%

13%

17%

13%

19%

87%

89%

87%

85%

70%

73%

Addressing safety on public transit

Requiring public transit to report and reduce on-board crime and harassment

Road maintenance, safety and pothole repair

Requiring public transit to maintain specific cleanliness standards

Making public transit more convenient to use

Smoothing traffic flow by synchronizing traffic lights

7 - Very important 6 5 Total Important

Now you will see some potential projects, programs and components that could be part of this Bay Area 
transportation measure. For each one, please rate how important it is to you.

Data source: SPUR Transportation Survey, n=600
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Other Measure Components (< 70%) (SPUR Poll Sept 2023)

36%

34%

33%

33%

31%

30%

28%

27%

26%

26%

23%

23%

18%

17%

11%

14%

17%

15%

12%

12%

16%

14%

20%

12%

10%

11%

9%

6%

12%

18%

19%

19%

18%

15%

20%

20%

20%

17%

17%

13%

13%

11%

59%

66%

69%

67%

62%

57%

64%

61%

66%

55%

51%

46%

40%

35%

Making hybrid and electric vehicles more affordable

Extending public transit to more areas

Requiring that fares and schedules are coordinated across networks

Providing real-time transit service updates and information

Improving sidewalks, bike lanes, and crosswalks

Requiring public transit to report and reduce fare evasion

Making public transit faster

Increasing frequency of public transit service

Requiring public transit to maintain specific efficiency goals

Adding additional lanes on congested roads and highways

Extending public transit hours

Adding electric vehicle charging stations

Improving transit access to areas like Sac., Mont., and the CV

Making public transit free for all users

7 - Very important 6 5 Total Important

Now you will see some potential projects, programs and components that could be part of this Bay Area 
transportation measure. For each one, please rate how important it is to you.

Data source: SPUR Transportation Survey, n=600
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Top Measure Priorities (70%+) (MTC Poll Oct 2023)

43%

45%

45%

45%

44%

38%

36%

29%

19%

19%

18%

17%

17%

18%

19%

20%

19%

16%

16%

17%

14%

16%

17%

21%

81%

80%

80%

79%

76%

71%

73%

70%

Repairing potholes, repaving roads, and improving sidewalks and bike lanes to make getting
around easier and safer for drivers, bicyclists, and pedestrians

Requiring oversight and accountability to ensure effective and efficient management of
public transit

Making BART, trains, ferries, light rail, and buses safer, more reliable, affordable, and
connected

Improving safety and cleanliness on BART and other public transit

Avoiding cuts to current public transit service to make sure it’s available to those who rely on 
it, including low-income residents, students, seniors, and persons with disabilities

Expanding BART, train, ferry, light rail, and bus service to better connect commuters and
communities across the Bay Area

Creating a seamless Bay Area transit network, with coordinated fares, routes, schedules, and
signage

Requiring the transportation plan has clear goals, along with the flexibility to adjust as
transportation needs change

7 - Very high priority 6 5 Total Priority

I’m going to read you a list of potential items that could be included in the proposed Bay Area transportation 
measure. After each one, please rate how much of a priority that item is to you.

Data source: MTC Oct 2023 Transportation Survey, n=2,700
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Other Measure Priorities (< 70%) (MTC Poll Oct 2023)

33%

25%

25%

25%

25%

22%

27%

25%

21%

17%

19%

16%

14%

13%

14%

14%

12%

12%

16%

20%

20%

18%

18%

19%

18%

13%

16%

66%

65%

61%

57%

56%

55%

58%

50%

49%

Prioritizing transportation improvements in historically disadvantaged communities to
ensure more equitable and safer transportation access

Combining the 21 Bay Area bus operators into one bus operator per county to better
coordinate service and save taxpayer money

Having one regional agency for the Bay Area that is responsible for setting transit fares,
coordinating different service schedules, and creating consistent transit maps and signage

Expanding access to electric vehicles and EV charging stations

Protecting our major roads, transit routes, and communities from rising sea levels

Merging BART and Caltrain into one integrated rail system

Requiring Bay Area employers to implement programs that encourage alternatives to driving

Protecting air quality and preventing additional greenhouse gas emissions by avoiding road
and freeway expansion

Only allowing projects that will reduce greenhouse gas emissions

7 - Very high priority 6 5 Total Priority

I’m going to read you a list of potential items that could be included in the proposed Bay Area transportation 
measure. After each one, please rate how much of a priority that item is to you.

Data source: MTC Oct 2023 Transportation Survey, n=2,700
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Ext./Very 
Impt.

80%

71%

72%

72%

Top Measure Components (70%+) (Alliance Poll Dec 2023)

42%

40%

39%

39%

38%

31%

33%

33%

16%

16%

24%

18%

11%

6%

Making safety repairs to 
bridges, overpasses and other transportation 

infrastructure

Making BART, trains, ferries, and buses reliable, 
affordable, and connected

Repairing local streets and roads and fixing potholes

Increasing public safety patrols on
 BART trains and in stations

Ext. Impt. Very Impt. Smwt. Impt. Not Too Impt. Don't Know

I am going to mention different ways funds raised by this measure could be used to address the Bay Area’s long-term 
transportation needs.  Please tell me how important it is to you personally: extremely important, very important, 

somewhat important, or not too important.

Data source: California Alliance for Jobs Transportation Survey, n=1,046
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Ext./Very 
Impt.
54%

62%

54%

60%

53%

54%

52%

52%

32%

29%

29%

25%

25%

24%

24%

23%

22%

33%

25%

35%

28%

30%

28%

29%

21%

21%

22%

25%

20%

23%

27%

26%

23%

13%

19%

14%

20%

19%

16%

15%

2%

4%

5%

7%

7%

Preparing the Bay Area’s regional transportation network for the effects of 
climate change including sea level rise

Enhancing the Bay Area transit network with coordinated routes and schedules

Preventing cuts to current public transit service

Upgrading freeway interchanges to improve traffic flow and safety

Completing the BART extension to San José

Upgrading freeways, roads and bridges to protect from flooding due to sea level 
rise

Expanding transit services to new locations and communities

Expanding bus services to more communities

Ext. Impt. Very Impt. Smwt. Impt. Not Too Impt. Don't Know

Other Measure Components (50%-69%) (Alliance Poll Dec 2023)
I am going to mention different ways funds raised by this measure could be used to address the Bay Area’s long-term 

transportation needs.  Please tell me how important it is to you personally: extremely important, very important, 
somewhat important, or not too important.

Data source: California Alliance for Jobs Transportation Survey, n=1,046
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Ext./Very 
Impt.
48%

48%

47%

39%

38%

35%

37%

41%

Other Measure Components (< 50%) (Alliance Poll Dec 2023)

23%

21%

20%

20%

19%

18%

17%

16%

24%

27%

27%

19%

19%

17%

20%

24%

32%

24%

22%

29%

27%

27%

29%

29%

17%

26%

21%

28%

29%

35%

24%

21%

4%

2%

9%

6%

11%

10%

Increasing public transit service to reduce wait times

Improving active transportation by building bike lanes, pedestrian walkways and 
crosswalks

Completing the Valley Link project, a 42 mile commuter rail line over the 
Altamont pass connecting the Central Valley to the Bay Area

Expanding highways to reduce traffic congestion

Subsidizing public transit agency budgets to deal with declining ridership

Converting existing local streets and roads to have more dedicated bike lanes, 
pedestrian walkways …

Extending Cal-Train service to downtown San Francisco’s Trans-Bay terminal, or 
the Salesforce Transit Center

Expanding ferry access by increasing the frequency and number of ferries 
throughout the Bay Area

Ext. Impt. Very Impt. Smwt. Impt. Not Too Impt. Don't Know

I am going to mention different ways funds raised by this measure could be used to address the Bay Area’s long-term 
transportation needs.  Please tell me how important it is to you personally: extremely important, very important, 

somewhat important, or not too important.

Data source: California Alliance for Jobs Transportation Survey, n=1,046
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Top Transportation Outcomes (70%+) (Seamless Poll Jan 2024)
Percent more likely to support a measure that would include:

Data source: Seamless Transportation Survey, n=600
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Other Transportation Outcomes (< 70%+) (Seamless Poll Jan 2024)
Percent more likely to support a measure that would include:

Data source: Seamless Transportation Survey, n=600
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Transit Reforms (Seamless Poll Jan 2024)
Percent more likely to support a measure that would include:

Data source: Seamless Transportation Survey, n=600
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